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Passed into Eternal Life
by Bridger Mary Meehan

n May 23, 2015, Sally Brochu

was ordained a priest in Sarasota,

Florida. She served as the lead
program preparation coordinator on the
preparation team for applicants discerning
a call to ordination. Additionally, Sally was
a member of the pastoral team and board of
directors of Mary Mother of Jesus Inclusive
Catholic Community. With her beloved
partner, Janet, Sally broke open the Word,
presided at Eucharistic liturgies, and hosted
amonthly spiritual book club for the MMO]

community.

Sally’s deep faith, generous spirit, and
PraCtical know-how inSPifed all of us. With From left: Kathryn Shea, Bridget Mary Meehan, Sally Brochu
aloving heart and a compassionate spitit, she listened to people who struggled with emotional and spiritual issues. Her door

was always open to those in need of support and wise counsel.

Before I met her, Sally was a chaplain in a Catholic hospital. On a few occasions, she told fascinating stories about people

who were dying. Sometimes, they saw loved ones who had passed away before them.

In our last conversation, Sally planned her celebration of life with Janet and me. As Sally struggled for every breath, she

exuded a peaceful spirit. She smiled when I asked her to pray for our women priests movement.

Before leaving, Janet and I anointed Sally with holy oil. T began our prayer by inviting the Communion of Saints,

including her dearly departed loved ones, to gather around her bed.

A few days later, Sally shared with Janet that, when she closed her eyes, she saw her departed loved ones. She had always

wondered how this happened, and now she knew!
Thank you, Sally, for giving us a glimpse of heaven. Thank you being the face of God in our world.

T will miss you. So will everyone who knew you! 4

Bridget Mary Meehan, ARCWP bishop, is an author of 20 books on prayer and spirituality. She is dean of Global

Ministries University’s Doctor of Ministry and Master of Divinity programs and co-founder of People’s Catholic Seminary.
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Eucharist, What Does It Mean

To Me?
by Anonymous

hat is Eucharist?
How can I describe it?

It is so rich and complex; to what might I liken this

experience?

It is like a lighthouse beacon, faithfully flashing
its message of “safe harbor” over an often dark and

stormy sea.

It is like the majestic grandeur of a snowcapped
Mount Hood, or Fuji, or Rainier, reflecting the first,
rose-gold rays of the rising sun on a quiet and very

clear dawn.

It is like the comforting warmth of a group of old
friends, sharing wine and food and laughter around
a fireplace filled with dancing flames on a cold

winter’s night.

It is like the iridescent sparkle of a huge heap of
polished diamonds, poured out on black velvet in

the spotlights of a jewelry store window.

It is like the smell of fresh baked bread or cookies
or pies wafting out to fill the nose with a “welcome

home” after a long, demanding day.

It is like the solace of a mother’s enveloping hug,

given to a hurt or frightened child.

It is like the security of a father, gently tucking his

sleepy child into bed with a good-night kiss.

It is like the fragile beauty of thousands upon
thousands of monarch butterflies gathering from all
over the Pacific coast, participants in their annual

migration to the Big Sur area of California.

It is like a giant, noisy, family reunion picnic with
the oldsters sitting around telling family stories
while the youngsters run around shouting and
playing games.

It is like the drama of the opening chords of
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony joined with the melodic

flow of Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1.
(continued on page 4)
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Resilience for Today and Through Our Lives.
by Deb Trees

ince early 2020, all of us, all over the world, have been confronted

by international virus and
disease, climate change, drought,
fires, destruction, and long-
drawn-out wars, all of which
have impacted us in so many
ways. Our responses to these
various challenges can make or
break us, so to speak. How can
we be more resilient so that we

can be fully present for ourselves

and for those we serve?

Deb Trees

What is resilience? In the

Merriam-Webster Dictionary, it is defined as

the capability of a strained body to recover its size and shape after
deformation caused especially by compressive stress; an ability to recover

from or adjust easily to misfortune or change.

For human beings, resilience is a contemporary topic of interest and
focus found in videos, books, theories, and websites. If you want to learn
about resilience and how to make it a factor in your life, all you need to

do is Google it.

Some might think that resilience is the ability to bounce back after
tremendous adversity and change. It might be more helpful to think of it
as the art of becoming stronger, even when we are cut to the quick. We
can turn around a series of life events and make them even better. We

can rise from the ashes. We can remake ourselves anew.

How do we do that? It might be helpful to think of resilience as
an act of love and a habit. In time, it becomes a way of life and can
be practiced every day. Small, seemingly insignificant acts of kindness,

forgiveness, and gratitude enhance resilience. Just showing up becomes a

statement of our contribution to community and cooperation with others. Being
true to yourself, sharing who you are and the gifts you have been given, become
fundamentally important. Listening at all costs, using patience as we put aside

immediate agendas, and accompanying each other totally, is crucial.

We can develop our own plan for resilience as we become more aware of
ourselves. We can enhance our personal likes and self care. Because we believe
that we are never alone, resilience is enhanced by the spirits and ancestors
watching out for us. The altars that we create around us help us to remember all
these connections and experiences. We take time for ourselves in creative writing,

play, and art; and reflect on our wonderful gifts in gratitude.

You might ask, do I have resilience? Can I develop and enhance
it And how? Take the Everyday Health Resilience Self-Assessment:
https://www.everydayhealth.com/wellness/resilience/get-your-resilience-score/.
Check out some of the many online tools and videos. I would love to hear from

you if you have any insights or questions about resilience.

Blessings to each of us as we make ourselves — body, mind, soul, and spirit
— into ever changing and growing human beings, developing resilience and

creating loving relationships with ourselves and others along the way. 4

What is Resilience?

...the ability to cope
positively, be in control of the
way we respond to situations

and/or bounce back from
adversities

Debra Trees is working on her Masters in Ministry through People’s Catholic Seminary and Global Ministries University. She is a wife, mother, and professional audiologist for the past

35 years.

From the Editor
by Nori Kieran-Meredith

t is with deep sadness that Leading reports

the death of our beloved Sally Brochu. So
many of us kept watch during her final days.
As a new member of the Church Triumphant,
we are confident that she returns the favor.
With profound joy, Bridget Mary Meehan
recalls Sally’s contributions to ARCWP.

In her sketch of St. Joan of Arc, Bridget
Mary also celebrates a senior member of the

Church Triumphant. What an ancestral heritage we all possess in

these two women of profound faith!

This issue of Leading celebrates the earthly church as well. Our beloved
Anonymous submits yetanother wonderful column, this one on the Eucharist.
Janice Sevre-Duszynska, ARCWP, provides us an insightful review of Silvia
Brandon-Pérez, ARCWP’s provocative Psalms for a New Millennium. Deb
Trees contributes her original and creative musings on resilience, a theme
most appropriate for this day and age. And, finally, Leading welcomes
ClareJulian Carbone to its roster of writers with her excellent column on

Mary, Mother of Jesus, Queen of the Church Triumphant.. 4+

Nori Kieran-Meredith, M. Div., mother and grandmother, is a member of the ARCWP on the ecumenical front. She serves as a supply priest for a Southern California Dignity chapter

and in multiple capacities within ARCWP.
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JUNG and the MYSTERY of MARY
by Clarejulian Carbone, LCSW, ARCWP

ow are we to understand Mary, the Mother of Jesus? What does her

presence in our lives mean for us today and how does it serve us?
Scripture tells us little of Mary, and some of what it does reveal seems to defy
our natural reasoning. Perhaps as she did, we too are meant to ponder questions
in our hearts and to allow a vast opening for Spirit to inform us inwardly. Her
icons and her many titles give us much
to contemplate. When I've reflected on
the icon of the Madonna, for instance,
the meaning that arose was that of the
Divine Mother forming the young
male child away from the ways of
patriarchal domination, and towards
the life-enhancing qualities of the
Sacred Feminine: merciful forgiveness,
empathic presence, intuitive knowing,
and welcoming compassion. We

witness these values as prominent in

Jesus’ earthly ministry and Gospel

ClareJulian Carbone

message. Were they first formed and

nurtured within His human consciousness by way of Mary’s maternal care?

Following his own reflection, Carl Jung publicly acknowledged his
personal conviction that the Marian dogma of the Assumption, proclaimed
by Pope Pius XII in 1950 was, “the most important religious event since the
Reformation.” He went on to address the controversies that accompanied this
dogma and noted his own fierce disconcertion over the particular criticisms
expressed by Protestant theologians and populace. The objections to the
dogma were simply the result of a lack of psychological understanding, he
believed, and that the psyche/soul and its means of communication had
given way to the more rational/scientific approach being nurtured within

Protestantism and the modern/scientific world at large.

Jung understood that the deeper part of our humanity, the psyche or soul,
primarily communicates its intimate longings by way of sacred images. The
exalted vision of Mary being received body and soul into heaven, was doing
just that — conveying the soul’s deepest spiritual longing and need. The
dogma of the Assumption, he asserted, was offering an image to humanity
that honored the feminine aspect of the soul which had long suffered great
diminishment. Moreover, Jung contended that humanity’s comprehension
and implementation of what the soul was attempting to convey via the image

of the Assumption would determine the outcome of human destiny!

These radical thoughts remain in our own day a great challenge for
Might

embracing his understanding help us transcend some of the greatest obstacles

humanity to assimilate. Are Jung’s words relevant for us today?

to its survival in recorded history? Given all the divisions which the dogma
of the Assumption has created among the Christian churches, and in light
of yet another potential Marian dogma which since WW!II continues to be

considered by Rome — that of Mary as Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix — what

can we imagine was at the heart of Jung’s impassioned plea regarding our

understanding and assimilation of these dogmas?

Perhaps we may also consider here the words of Anglican Oxford scholar,
John Macquarrie, Ph.D, D.D.:

The matter [of Marian mediation] cannot be settled by pointing to
the danger of exaggeration and abuse, or by appealing to isolated

texts of scripture . . . or by the desire not to say anything that might
offend one’s partners in ecumenical dialogue. Unthinking enthusiasts

may have elevated. Mary’s position to a virtual equality with Christ,
but this aberration is not a necessary consequence of recognizing
that there may be a truth striving for expression in words like
Mediatrix and Co-Redemptrix.

A Truth Striving for Expression

In attempting to understand Jung’s meaning and Dr. Macquarrie’s
admonition, it may be helpful to note that Jesus’ return to the Godhead via
His Ascension could only communicate visually an image of the restoration
of the male gender. The dogma of the Assumption compensates for this
by representing the soul’s longing to elevate the female gender also and to
reclaim the long-lost values of the feminine presence in our world today.
Through Mary, the female being which throughout history has been
vilified, demeaned, rendered inferior, and voiceless, is now becoming
equally honored with the male. She is seen, validated, and welcomed into
the Mystery of the Sacred, thus restoring balance to the divine principles of
both feminine and masculine energies. Regrettably, in its effort to maintain
male dominance via the suppression of women’s leadership, the hierarchical
Church has censored this meaning and continues to exploit Mary as the
model of submission, repression,
and unquestioning obedience. But
Mary’s spirit is indomitable, and her
truth striving for expression is being
recognized and embraced by many.
As the deeper meanings of Marian
dogmas are assimilated within the
psyche, humankind may find the
wisdom needed to transform our

world.

Over the years, I have grown in

my love and devotion to Mary, as an
embodiment of the Sacred Feminine,
as Universal Mother, and as holding the potential, with Christ, to heal our
world of its many divisions, its violence, and its mindless treatment of
the earth and one another. I offer this reflection as an encouragement for
continued exploration of Mary’s meaning. If invoked, I believe, she will

come, nurture, bless, guide, inspire, and heal us. +

ClareJulian Carbone, LCSW, ARCWP, is a therapist and spiritual director who resides and works in Salt Lake City, where she grows in her love and devotion of the Sacred Feminine.
Ordained in 2015 with ARCWP, she is actively involved in interfaith dialogue, prayer, and friendship.
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Psalms for the New Millennium
by Silvia Brandon-Pérez
Book review by Janice Sevre-Duszynska

n Psalms for the New Millennium,

Silvia Brandon-Perez writes poetry
and prose that soar through inner and
outer worlds like music of the spheres.
The settings here of some topics are
literally revolutionary. We are with
Silvia and Cindy Sheehan cooking
for hundreds at Camp Casey in
Crawford, Texas. At Standing Rock,
North/South Dakota in freezing

Janice Sevre-Duszynka

temperatures, Silvia meditates “under the stars with the sounds of native flute,
native singing and drums throughout the night.” Silvia practices social justice
like some people drink coffee. Moreover, she dances around the deepening
rough edges of the world with anger, fight, and a vastness of mother-love.
Silvia’s visions delight, provoke, and inspire. You won’t forget to carry them

around with you.

My favorite is Silvia’s song-poem, “We are Berta,” about the indigenous
social justice-environmental activist of Honduras, Berta Isabel Caceres,
martyred March 3, 2016, for Holy
Mother Earth and her children. Silvia
writes, “When she was murdered for
her work in defending the waters of
the sacred Gualquarque River, which
were the main source of water and life
for the Indigeneous Lenca people, the
community said words to the effect that
they had not buried her but planted

her.”

Silvia shares intimate aspects of her

life, and her childhood angers us to our

roots. The deep and honest love of her
third husband, also a social justice activist, is redemptive. We learn of her early
experiences in Cuba and Puerto Rico and how they have shaped her politics
today. Without a doubt, it is in the life of Jesus, the Revolutionary for the
People of God, where Silvia’s soul finds her strength and breadth. Her talented

spirit pours forth in this book, and by a mother’s fierce and tender love, we are

blessed. 4

Silvia Brandon-Pérez, ARCWP, social justice activist, poet, and author, was born in
Cuba in 1949. She has been interpreting for torture victims at SOAW for decades. Now
she is running a Catholic Worker House in California.

Janice Sevre-Duszynska. ARCWP, has been an activist for women'’s ordination since
cleaning the priests’ sacristy in grade school. A writer and composer, she has worked
on media for the women priests movement since its beginnings. Janice co-directs the
Baltimore Nonviolence Center in Maryland and participates in various actions in
Washington, DC. She is a former Prisoner of Conscience for SOAW.

St. Joan of Arc
by Bridget Mary Meehan

s the patron saint of heretics, Joan of

Arc reminds us not to lose heart when
religious or political leaders condemn
us. She inspires us, rather, to listen to our
conscience, the voice of God deep within
our beings, and to follow its directives. If
our conscience is in conflict with Church
teaching, after sufficient reflection, we must
always follow it. If we are condemned for
doing so, truth will prevail in the end. The
Spirit will guide the Church on the path of
wisdom, and one day, as with Joan of Arc, the Church will call us “saint”
for our faithful witness to the Gospel.

I was born to do this.

And so, all the members of the international Roman Catholic
WomenPriests movement should rejoice because our excommunications
are a prophetic witness to Gospel equality. We are tracking the Spirit in
disobeying an unjust law that discriminates against women. Furthermore,
we are leading the Church into a new era of justice and equality. Like Joan
of Arc, we were born to this! 4

(continued from page 1)

It is like a compass whose needle always points north, providing guidance in the
wilderness.

It is like a strong, clear, center-point in a Tibetan-style mandala that reaches out
across all time and space, encompassing everyone and everything.

Eucharist is like all these — and more. It is purpose and process. It is people and
proclamation. It is gathering in love. It is offering and receiving. It is hope and
help and beauty. It is direction and companionship on the journey. Itis God and

humanity meeting in a real celebration of an intensely loving friendship, forever.

This column was written by an ARCWP member who wishes to be anonymous

ARCWP is a 501(c)(3) organization eligible
to receive tax deductible, charitable
contributions in compliance with the IRS.

Visit us at
arcwp.org | bridgetmarys.blogspot.com
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Leading is published four times a year.

The Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests consists of women and men committed to a renewed model of ordained ministry in an inclusive community of equals in
the Roman Catholic Church. We seek equality for women in the Church that includes decision making and ordination.

“In Christ, there is no Jew or
Greek, slave or citizen,

male or female. All are one candidates who are presented

In 2002, on the Danube River, seven women were validly ordained Roman Catholic priests. The principal
consecrating Roman Catholic male bishop who ordained our first women bishops is one with apostolic
succession in communion with the Pope within the Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, all qualified

to our bishops for ordination are ordained in apostolic succession by

the laying on of hands. According to man-made canon law, the Church may consider us illicit, but our

in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28 ordinations are valid.
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