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The Amazing Yield of a Fallow Field

by: Debra Trees, ARCWDP
or six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; but on the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow.”
- Exodus 23:10-11.

The wisdom of the Creator dictates a time of fallowness that many of us might find counterintuitive. Farmers
know the value of allowing a field to rest. Planned times of allowing a field 70 to be sown
and harvested are crucial to the health of the field and the future crops. Nutrients are
restored and space is created to allow for breathing of the soil. Listening to the words of
Exodus, we acknowledge this saying’s wisdom in our hearts and souls.

In all our lives, there is a time to be productive and a time to be fallow. For many of us,

an unsown time follows the seasons of our environment. Each year we may be given the gift

of time to stop, the gift of a fallow season. Whether in the north or south, the east or west, it

makes no difference. Although the timing may be particular to our place on the planet, even

Debra Trees our Mother Earth lets us have some space for slowing down and taking a deeper breath.

In the big picture of our lives as human beings, especially if we are following the message of Jesus and committed to

service, how does this fallow time work for US?

How very important it is to take the time to sit back and learn from our work! Our contributions, as significant as they
may seem, are but a notion of the desires of The Divine. It is imperative for us as servants to sit back and remember that our

lives reflect that awareness.

In addition, all that we do as servants is for the higher good. But when our own lives begin to slow down, and our own
fields are fallow, are we still loving ourselves and others? Quieting our minds and activity is an opportunity for us to reconvene
and retreat into our sacred spaces. Holding open a place for our very selves among our neighbors and friends is crucial.

Learning to be unsown and to be happy about it is part of the gift that we can model for others.

Becoming fallow happens in the cycles of life and even in the cycle of a day. Taking time to stop and rest is crucial for
rejuvenation. Periodic unsown times throughout the week, month, and year are part of our time here.
As we continue in our ministries as a holy people following Jesus, let us make a pledge of self-discovery. Let us carry out

a promise to ourselves and to each other, as well as to our communities, that lying fallow will be a sacred space that we create.

In unsown spaces we shall thrive and, in the slowing down and holding spaces of our time here, we shall be renewed

again. 4

Debra Trees is working on her Masters in Ministry through People’s Catholic Seminary and Global Ministries University.
She is a wife, mother, and professional audiologist for the past 35 years.

Synodal Dialogue Includes
Ordination of Women Priests

By: Bridget Mary Meehan ARCWP

he Vatican document released October
27, 2022 for the next phase of Pope

Francis  ongoing

consultation

process for the

world’s  Catholics

includes a formerly

taboo topic,

women priests.

This  document

raises the question ]

of the role of Bridget Mary Meehan

women in the Church’s governance structures,
the possibility of women preaching, the female
diaconate, and women’s ordination to the
priesthood. On the question of ordination,
the text states: “Much greater diversity of
opinion was expressed on the subject of priestly
ordination for women, which some reports call
for, while others consider a closed issue.”

So where do we go from here?

Pope Francis has opened the door to a
worldwide dialogue that includes for the first
time hearing women’s voices. He said that it was
time to “look others in the eye and listen to what
they have to say, to build rapport, to be sensitive
to the questions of our sisters and brothers,
to let ourselves be enriched by the variety
of charisms, vocations and ministries.” This
synodal invitation has provided an opportunity
to share our blessings and challenges in serving
the people of God, especially those who are
excluded from receiving sacraments in the
institutional Church.

During the past year, many ARCWP
members have been involved in these synodal
conversations. They have been sharing the stories
of women-priests-led inclusive communities
and ministries with Catholics around the world
engaged in the synodal process. They have also
been sharing experiences of building a “big-tent
church” that welcomes everyone to celebrate
sacraments and works for the full equality of
women in every ministry in the institutional

Church.
Continued on page 4
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Reflections on the Sacraments
by: Kathleen Sauline

Baptism and Confirmation

e are a sacramental people. Sacrament is sign and lived experience of life-giving love.
We create space for the light within us to recognize the light within each other.
God’s life is breathed into us, each of us precious and whole again, our lives renewed in
sacrament with one another. We are anointed with the protection and love of God and each

other.

In Baptism, we are named priest, prophet, and kin. We are priest as we are intimately
designed to be ministers of God’s ever-present love. We are born to open ourselves to that
love and to share in Christ’s compassion by being sign and experience of that love to cach one
whose path crosses our own. We do not have to reach, but just to rest in God’s ever-present
love and to be aware. God’s plan for us unfolds in our own doubt and uncertainty. We are
prophet as the Word of God is ours. God’s Word lived, written, and proclaimed for our ears,
for our time, through the context of his/her/their story, God’s Word reminding us that our
quest is ancient, our foibles unoriginal. That God’s love is eternal and unconditional. We are
kin in that we recognize each as holy and special, anointed in conception by God, and in

sacrament to God within one another.
1f we, as God’s holy people, could truly be sacrament to the world, we could hope to
eliminate shame too great to heal, wounds too deep to console, isolation of individuals in

fear and blame. Our free will, God’s

greatest gift, in that we may choose

freely to love God, leaves us, in our
humanity, with options. Thus we are
open to turning our backs on God,
turning away that results, too often,
in abuse, addiction, and despair
across generations. Brains and lives

miswire in shame and fear. When we

can turn back to our Baptism, to that

Kathleen Sauline

unconditional love from God that
never disappears no matter how unworthy we might feel, we can open again to the light
within ourselves and each other. We can forgive ourselves and one another. We know that

God’s love saturates us in strength, and we hope again.

We baptize one another even as infants because we know that we cannot grow our
babies as empty beakers to allow them to choose their own values at maturity. Rather some
would fill them from before their birth with commercialized values that stem from greed
and personal agenda. Thus we fill them from their conception with Word and tradition, the
knowing of God’s presence and unconditional love culminating in our ability to love one
another. We gather as church family and family church to pour out life-giving water, to seal
with the Spirit’s protection and our own, to join as wider family in the knowledge that cach
of us, alone, is incapable of being all our child needs, but together we can raise up children

healthy and whole.

In Confirmation, that Spirit again is called down, to a growing being now ready to
receive and accept this fiery love, healing/strengthening, anointing of oil, and sprinkling
of life-giving water on their own. On their own and in the knowledge that their sponsor

stands beside them and their loving community surrounds them. Now ready to recognize

Kathleen O’Connell Sauline and her late husband, Dave, have three adult daughters
who are practicing Catholics. She lives in Shaker Heights, Ohio with her fiancé, Rafe
Townsend.

that they are not just receivers of the care of God and God’s people but are called, too, to
be the caregivers of God’s people. They go out in service to the Church and to the wider
community. They listen and they tell the stoties, sharers of God’s unconditional love and
the light of God they recognize in each other. They go forth as new saints in the long line
of those who say as Joan of Arc did: “T am not afraid. . . . I was born to do this.” Each freely
joins this communion of saints that ever has been and that ever will be. As communion, we
revel in God’s love and purpose. We support one another. We honor boundaries. We exist,
knowing that God’s love shines forth from each, for each, and for all. No blame, no shame.
Hope replacing despair. Shared responsibility taken freely in the joy of knowing that we are

called to be co-creators in a world of beauty and interdependence. Each worthy. Each loved.

Each called by name uniquely. 4

From the Editor
By: Nori Kieran-Meredith, ARCWDP

ur current newsletter is graced by guest

author Rev. Dr. Kevin Anderson, author and
psychologist, who was contemplating something
a mite warmer than an icicle when he penned his
lovely contribution. And, as always, our columns
display a great selection of the writings of our priest
sisters. Bridget Mary Meehan, constantly on top of
Church events, brings us current with the latest from
the Vatican; Deb Trees offers a timely reminder to
take it easy; Diane Dougherty calls for a transformational people to lead
a transformational church; and Kathleen Sauline gives us an intriguing
new look at the sacraments of baptism and confirmation. A veritable

Nori Kieran-Meredith

smorgasbord of treasures! 4

Nori Kieran-Meredith, M. Div., mother and grandmother, is a member of the ARCWP
on the ecumenical front.

LEADING

PAGE 2

SPRING 2023 | Volume 1



Expanding the Table 21st Century Christianity
By: Diane Dougherty

or the past two millennia, societies

have been under the influence of
male domination, an influence that has
gripped the Catholic Church and dragged
it through ages as the oppressor of the
oppressed. This form of governance is in no
way related to the practice of Christianity

itself.  Rather, it subsumes Christianity

at the level of governance, redirecting its

mission. Diane Dougherty

At the intersection of power, domination, and wealth building lies
governance in a multitude of forms. The 2022 elections and past 10
years in America’s politicized landscape have given us a glimpse of how
the platelets of worldwide social structures are shifting before our very
eyes. External and internal forces keep systems intact or break them up.
The ensuing battle has more to do with recovering global patriarchies as
opposed to expanding policies in which the people governed maintain an

equal voice and vote.

ARCWP just celebrated the passion and tenacity of the women on the
Danube who broke through patriarchal norms by being ordained priests.
Make no mistake, this action today is moving the platelets of patriarchy
under the foundation of Catholicism. In 20 years, the women priests
table has expanded from 7 to 280 strong in multiple cities, countries and
nations. Women priests are building communities of inclusion, addressing
structures of oppression, and raising their voices for equality and justice

under the law.

At the same time, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(“USCCB”) has just elected as head of their hierarchy a leader who has
overtly challenged the Pope’s authority, while adopting the vision of an
exclusionary, elite, clericalized church. Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio
interjected “religious beliefand conscience” asareason not to get vaccinated,
spoke consistently against the homosexual community, and continues to
“explain” what the pope
“meant” to say. Under
this leadership, America’s
Catholics will be guided
to the table where women
will be subservient, the
LGBTQIA
will be

demoralized, only the best and brightest immigrants will be welcomed,

== A LONGER TABLE
NOTA HIGHERWALL

community

demonized and

and money will flow from outside sources into USCCB pockets.

Dueling visions of who we are as Catholics and Christians are at
play. Will 21st century Catholicism be marked by systems continuing to
appoint ordained leaders who promote false notions of power over people,
maintaining walls of separation where only a few privileged are welcome?

Or will Christianity break through the tentacles of patriarchy allowing

Catholicism to become the beacon of light and good news it brings to the

poor?

In an attempt to grow a transformational church, we need to grow a
transformational people intent on redefining good governance in light of
the gospel. In her podcast, Accessible Prophecy, Cath Livesey is working
to create “a healthy and mature prophetic culture.” Taking her practices
out of the Church and onto the streets, she is working to find the right
language to be a voice of advocacy to the marginalized, the poor, and the
oppressed. She calls her work a Holy Disruption: Harnessing the Prophetic
to Shape a More Christlike Church. In light of the direction of the new
leadership of the USCCB, the Women Priests Movement provides a Holy
Disruption, re-orienting the imaginary walls of exclusion to new sacred
spaces in order to build a longer table that marks a more Christlike culture

within the Catholic Church. 4

Diane Dougherty, ARCWP, is an activist priest advocating for gender justice most
particularly within the Catholic Church and all religious institutions.

Update
By: Nori Kieran-Meredith, ARCWP

hese few winter months have been gnarly indeed! In the middle of

December, in addition to chronic fatigue, I broke my arm and had a
shoulder replacement. That did
in the January 1 newsletter.

Then mid-February,
Crestline, California, my home
town, was inundated with 7’
of snow —the most in its entire
recorded history. For those of
us who grew up in the flatlands,
it was scary indeed. We spent
weeks in solitary confinement.

The governor deemed the
California mountains a disaster
The roofs of our only
market, the tire shop, and the
hardware store collapsed as
well as those of numerous small

in

area.

homes and businesses.

Apart from prayer and reading, there was little to do besides watching
the icicles drip. This little poem captures the bleakness of those days.

In the Meantime
Twenty icicles populate my living room window.
One is dripping its little heart out.

The other nineteen are doing nothing.

There’s a moral in there somewhere. 4

Nori Kieran-Meredith, M. Div., mother and grandmother, is a member of the ARCWP
on the ecumenical front.
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Kevin Anderson

My spiritual path is becoming steep.

My spiritual path is becoming steep-

ed in God like a teabag,

My spiritual path is becoming steep-

ed in God. Like a teabag

I've gotten myself in Divine hot water.

My spiritual path is becoming steep-
ed in God. Like a teabag
I've gotten myself in Divine hot water

And cut off the dipping string.

From Now is Where God Lives: a Year of
Nested Meditations To Delight the Mind and
10 Awaken the Soul c. 2018 by Kevin Anderson

Used with persmission.

Continued from page 1

Pope Francis has opened a new door that we are walking through in
open and respectful dialogue.

Let’s continue to share the good news that women priests are here and
now serving God’s people in communities and ministries where all are
loved, all are equal, and all are welcome. Let’s affirm that we are leading,
not leaving the Church, and that is making a difference in the synodal

dialogue! +

Bridget Mary Meehan, ARCWP bishop, is an author of 20 books on prayer and
spirituality. She is dean of Global Ministries University’s Doctor of Ministry and Master
of Divinity programs and co-founder of People’s Catholic Seminary.
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Leading is published four times a year.

The Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests consists of women and men committed to a renewed model of ordained ministry in an inclusive community of equals in the
Roman Catholic Church. We seek equality for women in the Church that includes decision making and ordination.

“In Christ, there is no Jew or  In 2002, on the Danube River, seven women were validly ordained Roman Catholic priests. The principal

Greek, slave or citizen,

consecrating Roman Catholic male bishop who ordained our first women bishops is one with apostolic
succession in communion with the Pope within the Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, all qualified

male or female. All are one candidates who are presented to our bishops for ordination are ordained in apostolic succession by
the laying on of hands. According to man-made canon law, the Church may consider us illicit, but our

in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28  ordinations are valid.
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