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Leading is the Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests’ publication
to introduce the general public to who we are, what we do, and why.

“We are not leaving the Church; we are leading it.”

Musings from

the Tree of Life
By Lindy Sanford-Martinez, ARCWP

CREDO
I hear Your love for us in music

I feel Your love for us in every sunrise
I smell Your love for us in lavender

I taste Your love for us in cool spring water
I hear You call us name by name in my soul

I feel You healing us even now
I smell the fragrance of Your presence here

I taste Your salty tears of compassion 
 flowing over us like a river
A river that flows over us all

This I believe

Lindy Sanford-Martinez discovered tradition-
al Catholicism while reading about St Francis 
and converted in 1970, disagreeing only at the 
idea that women could not be ordained. Today 
she has found peace and harmony in a chaot-
ic world by serving as a woman priest and by 
reading the sacred texts of nature all around us. 

continued on page 2

A Precious Harvest
by Ann Harrington, ARCWP

One of my earliest memories is watching Captain 
Kangaroo while someone read Stone Soup. I 

think God’s kin-dom appears when we share with 
community the things we hold most precious.

	 A dedicated group of peace advocates founded the 
New Bern, North Carolina Interfaith Refugee Min-
istry (IRM) in 1992. This ministry has welcomed to 
eastern North Carolina over 3000 victims of war, per-
secution, and violence in their own countries.

	 Dr. Alice Arnold, Professor of Art at East Carolina University, Greenville, 
North Carolina has been a volunteer with IRM since 2017. Alice has also 
been a very faithful and supportive member of Free Spirit Inclusive Catholic 
Community since 2018. She has been a member of Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Greenville (UUCG) for 32 years. One Sunday, she heard a 
call when her UUCG pastor asked if any in that congregation would like to 
help welcome refugees.

	 Thus began an adventure that contains both joys and sorrows. The first 
family Alice worked with was a Syrian couple and their 3 daughters. The 
sponsoring church rented them an apartment and filled it with everything 
needed – kitchen supplies, furniture, toiletries, food etc. IRM’s goal is to have 
the families financially self sufficient in six-eight months. They are also re-
quired to repay their airfare to the US. Alice found that the ministry is heart 
expanding as she fell in love with this family from so far away. Alice regularly 
took the mom grocery shopping and helped the girls in school. When a fourth 
child arrived, Alice sponsored a baby shower. The girls attend public school 
and are thriving. This family is now self-sufficient.

Recently, five families from Colombia, South America have come to Green-
ville. Alice and many other volunteers have worked tirelessly to welcome these 
desperate families. A chance encounter Alice had with Joe Pecheles, a local car 
dealer, led to him employing three of the Colombians. He gave them cars to 
enable travel, advanced the car insurance six months, and pays them 17.50 an 
hour with health insurance and 401-K retirement benefits after six months. 
Their job is housekeeping, and Alice commented that this dealership is the 
cleanest place in Greenville. 

Mr. Pecheles hired a Bosnian refugee over 30 years ago who still works for him 
as a technician.

	 Alice has also helped to host a quinceañera, the traditional Latina cele-
bration of a young girl’s 15th birthday, marking her transition to woman-
hood. 	

	 Sorrows of the ministry include emergency visits to medical providers, 
frequent calls for help, language and cultural barriers that lead to misunder-
standings and miscommunications, disappointments with agencies, and the many 
unseen needs of this population.	

Ann Harrington

Lindy Sanford-Martinez
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by Dr. Lizzie Berne DeGear 
Book Review by Mary Theresa Streck

In early January, I enrolled in a People’s 
Catholic Seminary course that focused sole-

ly on Dr. Lizzie Berne DeGear’s newest book: 
Jesus Found in Translation. What drew me to 
this course was the book’s subtitle: “the story 
within the story of the Bible’s earliest Gospel.” 
Beginning in January 2024, the liturgical lec-
tionary moved from the Gospel of Matthew 
to the earliest gospel, the Gospel of Mark. I 
thought this book study would enhance my 
homily preparation for the year. Shortly into 
the course, I was drawn into Lizzie’s inno-
vative scholarship that opens a new way to 
engage with this sparse gospel. She invites 
the reader into the ministry of the human 
Jesus through His spiritual experiences. Re-
ferring to the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
River, the author asks why? Why did Jesus 
seek this religious ritual? I never thought of 
that question before. Why did Jesus travel a 
great distance to join John the Baptist, and 
to participate in this powerful and popular 
religious healer’s wilderness experience?

	 How long did He stay in this community, and is it possible that, while He was there, He met 
Peter, James and John around the community campfire? Was Jesus seeking a religious experience 
and a community that would heal or help Him? What an innovative thought! I never contem-
plated Jesus needing anything. I thought He came ready-made for ministry and was greater 
than John. Never considered that He might have traveled to learn from John. Maybe like us, He 
needed a retreat experience, too!

 	 In Mark’s account of Jesus’ baptism, the author draws attention to one small difference from 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke and explains how that difference is significant in understand-
ing the expanding consciousness of the human Jesus. Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark recalls 
what happened during Jesus’ baptism though Jesus’ vision. Only He saw the heavens torn apart 
and only He hears the words “You are my beloved child, with whom I am well pleased.” From 
this spiritual experience, the author writes, Jesus is alive with sensation as He experiences direct 
connection with His creator – it changes the way He sees the world, it touches Him, and it 
speaks to Him in the voice of love. WOW!

 	 I appreciate the way Lizzie makes the Gospel of Mark come alive and connects us intimately 
with Jesus. It is truly “Good News.”

	 Jesus Found in Translation is available from Amazon in hard cover or in Kindle. This book 
covers only the first two chapters of Mark’s Gospel. Lizzie is working on a sequel. Until then, 
let Lizzie lead you into the inner world of Yeshua of Nazareth and the good news movement He 
ignited. 

Dr. Lizzie Berne DeGear is a chaplain and scholar 
teaching Bible studies to people around the world. 
Her doctorate in theology is from Union Theological 
Seminary; her master’s degree in religion and religious 
education is from Fordham University. 

Mary Theresa Streck, Ed.D., D.Min, ARCWP is 
one of the founding members of the People’s Catholic 
Seminary. She is a member of the pastoral team at 
the Upper Room Inclusive Catholic Community in 
Albany, NY. 

Jesus Found in Translation
	 Alice is soon to retire after teaching for 48 
years. She intends to continue in this reward-
ing ministry. She cautions those who are con-
sidering such an endeavor to understand that 
it is a long-term commitment. The volunteer 
will find his-/herself responding from their 
own treasury. The need is great, the resources 
are inadequate. 

	 As challenging as this work is, it builds 
community where love is at the center. By 
acts such as these, is the kin-dom revealed, 

thanks be to God!

	 Ann Harrington, wife, mother, grandmother, and 
ARCWP-ordained priest is pastor of Free Spirit In-
clusive Catholic Community. Her ministries include 
spiritual direction, interfaith dialogue, centering 
prayer, retreat leader, and frequent letter-to-the-edi-
tor writer.

A Precious Harvest
continued from page 1

Mary Theresa StreckDr. Lizzie Berne DeGearLorraine Sharpe

WAR
by Lorraine Sharpe, ARCWP

Aggression appalling 
Children are falling.

Don’t tell me now 
Who is marching ahead, 
Who started this conflict 

My mommy is dead.

Please, end this dying 
Children are crying.

You say He didn’t mean 
We should turn the other cheek. 

If we do so 
Others will say we are weak.

Why are we hating? 
Children are waiting.

Let the bluebirds fly over 
The white sands again. 

Don’t tell me now 
What, why, how and when.

Aggression betraying 
Hurt children are playing.

… Unless you become like little children …

Lorraine Sharpe, ARCWP is a 
nurse, chaplain and priest who, at 
age 85 has blossomed into a writer, 
artist and gardener. She finds that 
life is good and even better since her 
morphing.



1.	 How am I examining and removing hier-
archies of oppression in my life?

2. With whom am I cooperating as opposed 
to competing, and vice versa? 

3.	 How do I address the reality of inequality 
in wealth as injustice?

4.	 Where do I observe the engine of patri-
archy that replaces people with excessive 
profit?

5.	 If I could rewrite systems of erasing and 
canceling, how would I replace them with 
engagement?

6.	 How can I expose the erasure of women 
from Catholicism, from the early church 
to the present?

7.	 How do I apologize for my silence as well 
as promote reparations?

8.	 Joining in conversation with others, how 
do I embrace our collective energy?

I rise to a newfound freedom:  
I Imagine it, I Create it and  

I Rise with it!

Insights taken from Eve Ensler’s Rising Prin-
ciples-The Philosophy of Rising

Diane Dougherty, ARCWP, is an activist priest ad-
vocating for gender justice most particularly within 
the Roman Catholic Church and other religious in-
stitutions.
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Resisting Patriarchy
by Diane Dougherty, ARCWP

From birth to death, the world is wrapped in the culture of patriar-
chy. It permeates the governments under which we live, the church-

es we frequent, corporations, cities, and families. There is no avoiding 
its influence. Yet, in all my years of education, I have not had one 
course, one teacher or one mentor raise the fact that before I offered 
myself in service of the gospel, it is the framework of patriarchy that 
dictated my particular space and place within this work.

 	 The power of Christian practices resides in those who understand that gospel living shatters 
the bonds of patriarchy, freeing both the person who practices it and people who ascribe to it. 
Under its influence, hierarchies of oppression are broken, offering new understandings that the 
values of diversity, inclusion, and equality are primary life-giving influences prompting societal 
transformation and the dignity of personhood securely based on human rights.
 	 Our movement, Roman Catholic Women Priests, is one of many movements working to push 
through patriarchy’s centuries-old grasp of Catholicism, in order to renew and reform the inter-
nal structures of our church. We stand in a crossroad, saying to an oppressive male-dominated 
patriarchal hierarchy, “You are going in the wrong direction.”

 	  The hallmarks of Christianity are shared power through collaboration with diverse popula-
tions, as well as working for equality and inclusion throughout society. The engines of patriarchy 
are marked by domination of diverse populations, using unbridled power to manage and manip-
ulate those under their control for the purpose of wealth building. 

 	 My Lenten practice 2024 will include a serious contemplative look at how I have worked to 
expose the power patriarchy has had in my life, and how I continue to pull myself out of its 
quagmire. I realize I can’t truly place Christ first until I deal with the chains patriarchy has placed 
on me, chains that keep me from being the good news the gospel offers. I must replace those bad 
habits with new practices that bend me toward the freedom I seek within the tradition. So here 
are my eight Lenten practices for 2024. I will spend these 40 days on an intensive examination of 
patriarchal practices that have gone unnoticed and commit myself to imagine new beginnings, 
create pathways of change, and rise to life fully experienced in the mystery of Christ’s love for 
the people of God. 

Diane Dougherty

I’m sorry. How often have we said that, 
without considering the profundity of the 

phrase? I’m sorry. I want to do better. I don’t 
want to hurt you like that again. How often 
do we say I’m sorry without considering the 
commitment we are making? I’m sorry. I 
want to do better. I don’t want to hurt you 
like that again. 

	 Reconciliation, from my perspec-
tive, is the most critical sacrament of 
a life well lived. The ability to reflect, 
to pause, to change, to fail, to ac-
knowledge that failure, to try again. 
To kiss when we feel like fighting. To 
cry together when we feel like shout-
ing. To be honest with ourselves, 
God, and one another when we feel 
like lying. 

	 My friends who are not Catholic 
ask most often about this sacrament. 
Why does one choose to speak with 
a priest when it’s simpler to talk di-

rectly to God? I see the validity of this ques-
tion because I often talk directly with God. 
Yet, until one experiences the sacrament, one 
can’t really know the wisdom of reflecting 
out loud, to another human being, on one’s 
fears and failings. The things our humanity 
sometimes holds in. Once shared, once un-

burdened, there’s a 
lightness. A won-
derful, older priest 
advised families: 
“Celebrate Recon-
ciliation together 
and then go out to 
dinner. Celebrate 
that love thrives de-
spite our inevitable 
frailties. Recognize that God’s love transcends 
our limitations and is limitless. Recognize 
that God’s love is eternal and uncondition-
al. Be truly reconciled to that vision of God’s 
love and thrive in our humanity.” 

	 Be sorry. Do better. Don’t hurt another 
like that again.

Kathleen O’Connell Sauline and her late husband, 
Dave, have three adult daughters who are practicing 
Catholics. She lives in Shaker Heights, Ohio, with her 
fiancé, Rafe Townsend.

Kathleen Sauline

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, a Reflection
by Kathleen Sauline, ARCWP
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In 2002, on the Danube River, seven women were validly ordained Roman Catholic priests. The principal 
consecrating Roman Catholic male bishop who ordained our first women bishops is one with apostolic 
succession in communion with the Pope within the Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, all qualified candidates 
who are presented to our bishops for ordination are ordained in apostolic succession by the laying on of 
hands. According to man-made canon law, the Church may consider us illicit, but our ordinations are valid.

“In Christ, there is no Jew or 
Greek, slave or citizen,

male or female. All are one
in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

The Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests consists of women and men committed to a renewed model of ordained ministry in an inclusive community of equals in 
the Roman Catholic Church. We seek equality for women in the Church that includes decision making and ordination.
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Spotlight On
Rita Lucey, ARCWP

“I don’t know who or what put the ques-
tion. I don’t even remember answering, 

but at some moment I did answer yes to 
someone or something and from that hour I 
was certain that existence is meaningful, and 
that my life and self surrender had a goal,” 
wrote Dag Hammarskjöld on Whitsunday 
in 1961in his masterpiece, Markings: Spiritual Poems and Meditations. 

	 As I readily internalized this message, my faith life turned from an 
adherence to dogma to life in a Spirit Who would guide me all the days 
of my life. It was a giant step outside the ego. It also became necessary 
to find community outside my cradle Catholicism. And so, I became 
Quaker!

	
	
 

In the silence of Quaker gatherings I learned listening skills. A 
non-judgmental attitude became a practice “to see that of God in ev-
eryone!” I chose to identify with social justice issues and to participate 
in non-violent ecumenical protests. In 1998, this led to a sentence, 
along with 24 others, of six months in federal prison. There I celebrat-
ed my 65th birthday!

	 Prison life, more difficult mentally and physically than I anticipat-
ed, prepared me for writing and speaking about the injustices of those 
we imprison . . . mostly under-educated mothers of children 18 and 
younger. These women were eager to learn. I was eager to teach. And 
so I gathered GED parameters, checkbook directions, and information 
about how to shop wisely and how to access rent and governmental 
food subsidies. Rewarding indeed!

	 At many universities, churches (never Catholic), and peace and jus-
tice organizations in many states, I have become a welcome speaker.

	 At the age of 80, I was ordained with a deep knowing that I too 
heard a call from somewhere or something. 

	 With gratitude and willingness, I said yes!

Rita Lucey found expression for her peace and justice activities in board positions 
with Amnesty International, the ACLU, as president of the Orlando Chapter of 
UNA/USA and as a member of Pax Christi. She was also Florida director of the 
prison reform group CURE. 

From the Editor
By Nori Kieran-Meredith, ARCWP

This edition of Leading, like so 
many in the past, offers a cornu-

copia of delights in a variety of sub-
jects. At the risk of overdoing a cli-
ché, there is something for everyone 
here. Lindy Sanford-Martinez offers a 
simple yet charming poem; Lorraine 
Sharpe another, but searing and heart 
breaking. Diane Dougherty offers a 
rumination on the past, one profound enough to stop us all in 
our tracks. Ann Harrington brings us right back into the pres-
ent with her captivating sketches of refugees. Rita Lucey grants 
us a peek into a life well and truly lived. Mary Theresa Streck 
provocatively introduces us to Jesus Found in Translation, one of 
a pair and, hopefully, the first of a series. And finally, Kathleen 
Sauline wraps up her stunning series on the sacraments with her 
contemplation of reconciliation.

	 Our winter issue of Leading featured a last-minute substitu-
tion of graphic designers Diane Wiltsie and Cheryl Pirih. To our 
vast relief, they prepared an edition that was not only flawless, 
but also timely, quite an achievement for newcomers! I promptly 
engaged them as our permanent team, beginning with this issue.

Nori Kieran-Meredith, M.Div., mother and grandmother, is a member 
of the ARCWP on the ecumenical front. She has been active in Southern 
California Dignity chapters for decades.

Nori Kieran-Meredith

Rita Lucey, ARCWP


