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“We are not leaving the Church; we are leading it.”
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“Rome was not built in a day” means that great achievements or import-
ant things cannot be accomplished quickly; it takes time, patience, and 

consistent effort to build something significant, just like the Rome ordination 
wasn’t constructed in a single day. Months of planning with the Bishop (Brid-
get Mary), the Bishop’s Assistant (Mary Theresa), and the Program Compan-
ion (Christina Moreira) and the Ordinands began a year before the ordination 
date of October 18, 2024. In October 2023, Bridget Mary was invited to 
speak at the Spirit Unbounded conference in Rome, an international people’s 
synod held during the first year of the Pope’s synod. It was in that year that 
Bridget Mary envisioned an ordination the following year during the 2024 
synod.

	 While at the first synod, Bridget Mary, Mary Theresa and Christina formed 
a planning team with Dominique, a woman who lived outside of Rome. She 
was the onsite contact when the team needed to find a venue for the ordina-
tion.

	 The idea was brought to the ARCWP members and the team submitted 
a budget to the Finance Committee in November 2023 and planning began 
soon after the budget was approved.

	 In late December 2023, Bridget Mary began meeting in Zoom with Chris-
tina, Mary Theresa and the Ordinands. Christina introduced the team to 
Francisco, an interpreter who then met for all Zoom meetings from that 
time until the ordination. During those meetings, the Ordinands from the 
US, Spain and France met each other and the Ordinands in Europe were 
introduced to the ARCWP Constitution and began working together on the 
ARCWP ordination units. Two theologians worked with Bridget Mary and 
Mary Theresa to construct ARCWP units in Spanish and French. Those units 
are now available in People’s Catholic Seminary for all future candidates from 
Europe.

	 In January and February 2024, we reviewed with Dominique several venues 
in Rome including churches, hotels and other meeting spaces. In the process 
we discovered that the churches would not open their spaces to us because of 
their relationship with the Vatican. The hotels did not have rooms available 
and we finally settled on a boat on the Tiber recommended by Dominique 
that was within our budget near the Vatican. 

	 In the Spring of 2024, Bridget Mary and Mary Theresa began constructing 
the altar book and worship aid in three languages. The Ordinands decided on 
the music and met monthly with the translators, Bridget Mary, Christina and 
Mary Theresa to review the ordination rite. The Ordinands selected friends 
and relatives as readers, and those who would participate in the ceremony.

Making Her-Story 
in Rome
By Rev. AndreaGrace

For the third consecutive year, Catholic 
delegates from around the world are 

gathered in Rome to prayerfully decide 
the future of the Church. Pope Francis has 
called for a Synod on Synodality – a gath-
ering to decide how to move forward together r– listening to 
every voice and including every person with their gifts.

	 When Pope Francis began this process, so many people – in-
cluding myself – were filled with so much hope. I held listening 
sessions and submitted my report. I came to Rome last year 
with so many people from around the world under the umbrella 
of Spirit Unbounded to share and learn at what was called The 
People’s Synod. For two days, we gathered outside the Vatican 
walls and shared stories of our experiences in the Church and 
our hope for what the Church can be. Personally, I came away 
with a much better understanding of what it means to be a uni-
versal – catholic church.

	 My bishop, Rev. Bridget Mary Meehan, had a vision of hold-
ing ordinations in Rome this October – inviting the Pope and 
Synodal delegates as well as the media. We, the Roman Cath-
olic Women Priests, are “being the change we wish to see in 
the world.” We have been ordained in apostolic succession – by 
bishops who theoretically can trace their roots back to St. Peter. 
We are “standing on the shoulders” of women in the first 1200 
years of Catholicism who served as priests and deacons.

	 With a year of planning by many, including Rev. 
Mary Theresa Streck, the day had final arrived. I awoke 
on Thursday morning, October 17, 2024 texting two 
of my companions and mentees, Revs. Anne LaTour 
and Mary Kay Daniels “This is the day the Divine Love 
has made. Let us rejoice and be glad.” These amazing 
and accomplished women were two of six people from 
three different countries who were ordained on the 
Tiber River in Rome – reminiscent of Jesus’ ministry 
from the boats and the first seven women in modern 
Catholicism who were ordained on the Danube River 
in 2002. One of the “Danube Seven,” as they are lov-
ingly referred to, was on “our boat” in Rome – 

Bishop Gisela Forrester.

AndreaGrace
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During the month of September Bridget Mary 
sent invitations to select media in Europe in-
cluding the New York Times. The boat had 
a capacity for eighty participants and by the 
week of the ordination, we were at full capacity. 
Two weeks before the ordination, the team 
created name badges for the guests and the 
media

	 On the day we arrived in Rome, Jim Marsh 
joined us for a meeting with the boat owner 
who did not speak English. Unfortunately, 
Dominique was not available to help us, and 
the boat owner contacted his son to meet with 
us and translate. We realized immediately that 
there were two major concerns: the room on 

the boat was much smaller than the pictures 
and if we were to use the outside deck, security 
was a concern. Some were afraid that demon-
strators could be violent. We hired security to 
alleviate these concerns. The boat owner also 
informed us that the road down to the boat 
dock would be closed to traffic on the day of 
the ordination. We negotiated with him on the 
morning of the ordination that one security 
guard would let taxi’s drop off our guests and 
media. 

	 Despite many complications, including 
difficulty with the translation services, the 
ordination became a beautiful witness for 
ARCWP because many helping hands worked 

so hard before during and after the ceremony. 

	 Our gathering in Rome was built with 
dedication and determination over the course 
of a year. It took careful planning, coordinat-
ing individuals from several countries and 
many places to bring this vision to fruition. 
What a joyous moment 
when all the hard work 
and effort came to fru-
ition on the river Tiber 
as we welcomed new 
priests into this incredible 
movement!

Preparing for the Rome 2024 Ordination
continued from page 1

MaryTheresaStreck

One of my favorite movies is Roman Hol-
iday. Made in 1953, it is the breakout 

film of Audrey Hepburn, also starring Greg-
ory Peck.  Audrey Hepburn plays a young 
European royal, Princess Anne, who longs to 
escape her tightly controlled life and become 
free.  She decides to rebel by sneaking out 
of the palace and experiencing Rome not as 
a royal but as her own true self.  Befriending 
a handsome journalist, Joe Bradley, played by 
Gregory Peck, the two set out to explore Rome 
freely and without constraint.  These moments 
allow Anne to transform from a restricted, be-
littled member of a tightly controlled dynasty 
to a joyful and free individual.  As Anne grows 
into her true self, she grows more self-assured 
and begins to understand her own authority.  
Taking a ride around town on a VESPA, vis-
iting various Rome sites such as the Spanish 
stairs, and finally landing on a barge down on 
the TIBER River, Anne has quite an adven-
ture.  Ultimately, her journey to self-discovery 
leads her back to where she came from – the 
royal family.  However, it is with a newfound 
appreciation for her own inner strength, her 
own agency and the authority that she rightly 
owns as Princess, but which had been usurped 
from her by her handlers.  Ultimately, she is 
transformed from a sheltered royal into a resil-
ient, self-aware young women mindful of her 
own self-worth and identity. 

	 My own “Roman Holiday” has similarities 
to the journey of Princess Anne.  Having felt 
constrained by a church that does not allow 
women to become whom God has called them 
to be, I set out on a similar journey.  Find-
ing freedom and wholeness in the ARCWP to 
study, learn and listen to my heart, I eventu-

ally landed in Rome.  Like Anne, I was even 
able to ride around town on a VESPA, visit 
many Roman sites and journey to my own 
true self.  Ultimately, I ended up on a boat on 
the TIBER and was Ordained as a Priest, ful-
ly understanding my own authority as a bap-
tized person in Christ. My understanding grew 
to knowing I was a part of the church, but a 
woman who no longer feels constrained by the 
Patriarchal church. Ultimately, our Roman 
Holiday was filled with fun, love, laughter, 

holiness and fulfillment. Being able to become 
whom God has called me to be is a blessing. 
Doing so surrounded by family and friends 
who understand the calling 
and/or share that same calling 
is so very joyful.  I am thank-
ful for this journey and all the 
friends I have met along the 
way.  

“Roman Holiday”
By Anne Latour

Anne Latour
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	 We made our way to the boat, accompanied 
by you – a member of my circle of love, the 
angels and saints as well as a dozen priests in 
my order. We were supported by two security 
stations outside the boat and a team of trans-
lators inside the boat. The ordinandii – the 
six people being ordained – and their families 
came from three continents.

 	 We prayed within the context of the Catho-
lic Mass – with the Liturgies of the Word and 
Eucharist. We incorporated the ancient ritu-
als including laying prostrate while invoking 
the Litany of Saints, receiving the vestments 
(stoles and chasubles), and the presentation of 
the paten and chalice as well as Book of Gos-
pels. There was the laying on of hands and 
blessing by each person gathered on the boat.

	 Those in attendance were all moved….. the 
Spirit could be felt – and was clearly on display 
in the faces of the ordinandii.  I was deeply 
touched as we prayed some of the prayers si-
multaneously in our three different languages. 

Our final song was in Spanish “Color Esper-
anza” by Diego Torres (letra).

Translated, the refrain goes something like:

A celebratory reception followed.

 	 One of the goals of holding the ordina-
tions in Rome was to invite the media and 
help spread the word about the opportunity 
to pray with women priests where ALL ARE 
TRULY WELCOME – including LBGTQ+, 
trans-people, divorced, single-parents… 
the man I met who said he would need three 
days for me to hear all his confessions…. 
Doesn’t matter – we follow Jesus’ way of love 
and inclusion. All are welcome!

Mission accomplished! 
See some of the press.

	 continued from page 1 

	 Making Her-Story in Rome

Knowing that it is possible
Wanting it to be possible
Getting rid of fears by talking them out
 
Painting your face with
The color of hope 
Tempting the future with the heart.
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“What Comes from the Holy Spirit 
Cannot be Stopped!”

 By Bridget Mary Meehan ARCWP

On Thursday, October 17, 2024, the Association of Roman 
Catholic Women Priests ordained six 4 women and 2 transgen-

der persons on the Tiber as a prophetic witness that gender equality in 
ordained ministries is a reality now. Our movement, which I call a holy 
shakeup and a spiritual revolution that is bringing new life and inclusiv-
ity to the Roman Catholic Church, was covered by international media 
from France, Germany, Austria, Spain, Italy and the United States. 

	 So, it should come as no surprise that Mary Theresa Streck and I were 
stopped by the Roman Police and Vatican guards as we entered St. Peter’s 
Square for the Canonization Mass of eleven martyrs on the following 
Sunday.  A security guard approached me and said: Are you Bridget 
Mary Meehan? Suddenly, we were surrounded by several guards with 
badges, some of whom, were in uniforms. They asked for our pass-
ports and examined our bags. We noticed that no one else was detained. 
They did not ask us any questions and assured us sometimes they do 
enhanced checks. I noticed that one official in the group was speaking 
to someone on the telephone. I wondered who he was speaking to and 
what was being said! Finally, after about 25 minutes, one of the security 
guards escorted us to our seats. Obviously, someone approved of our 
attendance and the canonization liturgy was beautiful. In the end, we 
enjoyed seeing Pope Francis riding around the Square in his pope 
mobile!

	 On Friday, we gathered at the Jesuit center in Rome for a book sign-
ing of Rev. Jim Martin’s new book, Lazarus, Come Forth. I asked Fr. 
Jim if he would share our request for a conversation in the Spirit with 
Pope Francis in the coming Jubilee Year. He assured me that he would 
do so and asked that I send a formal request directly to the Pope which 
we did. 

	 While Pope Francis is not comfortable ordaining women as deacons, 
the Synod on Synodality voted by a two-thirds majority to keep the 
ordination of women deacons on the table for ongoing discernment. 
In their words: “the question of women’s access to diaconal ministry 
remains open. This discernment needs to continue.”

	 The synod calls for greater involvement of women in the church, in 
decision-making. “There is no reason or impediment that should pre-
vent women from carrying out leadership roles in the Church,” …what 
comes from the Holy Spirit cannot be stopped.”

And this is where I stand in faith, hope and love!

 Indeed, nothing will stop the global movement 
toward gender equity- including our movement 
for gender equality in ordained ministries. We are 
walking in the footsteps of Rabbi Jesus who invited 
everyone to an open table of outpouring of love for 
all people and all creation.

continued on page 5

Bridget Mary Meehan



I believe that what has been missing in the 
discernment process on women deacons 

is a conversation in the Spirit with Roman 
Catholic Women Priests on our 22 years of 
ministerial experience in fostering a church 
in which all are welcome to receive and cele-
brate sacraments including the divorced and 
remarried and LGBTQ+. We have grown 
from 7 to over 270 ordained ministers who 
are serving people-empowered, non-clerical 
sacramental communities of equals in 14 
countries around the world.

	 Our holy shakeup is a spiritual revolution 
that builds bridges of compassion and rec-
onciliation by making connections between 
hurting hearts and broken spirits at the dis-
engaged edges of Catholicism to create what 
Pope Francis calls a “church for everyone.”

 	 We are prophets of the future engaged in 
the work of justice, equality, and evolutionary 
openness to growth. 

	 Prophetic leader Sun Kyi’s advice that in 
the face of complex circumstances and injus-
tices to: “Don’t just stand there despairing, 
She says, do something!”  

Just start somewhere!

	 This is what we are doing- making a path 
by walking it now, assured that “what comes 
from the Holy Spirit cannot be stopped!”

	 May God bless and keep us.

May God’s face shine upon us 

and be gracious to us

May God give us peace, justice 

and equality everywhere!

continued from page 4

“What Comes from the Holy Spirit 

Cannot be Stopped!”

Rev. Dr. Bridget Mary Meehan 
Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests, International 

3221 Pink Oak Terrace 
Sarasota, Florida, 34237 
Email: Bmm.arcwp@gmail.com 
Website: https://arcwp.org/ 
 
 

October 26, 2024 
 
Pope Francis 
Vatican City, IT 
 
Dear Pope Francis,  
 
I appreciate all of your good work to make a church for everyone and have 

conducted forums during the last two years to promote Synodal dialogue.  

The charism of our International Roman Catholic Women Priests Movement is to 

foster a more inclusive Catholic Church where all are welcome to receive and 

celebrate sacraments.  
 
I ask that you consider having a conversation in the Spirit with an international 

delegation from the Roman Catholic Women Priests Movement to share our 

twenty-two-year experience of ministering in inclusive Catholic communities of 

equals that are widening the church’s tent around the world. 

 
I ask that you remove all barriers that excommunicate those who answer the 

Spirit’s call to ordination. I pray that our dialogue will create deeper 

understanding of our mutual call to image Christ in our wounded world. 

 
Loving blessings, 
 

 
+Bridget Mary Meehan 
 
 
 

Bridget Mary Meehan’s Proposal to Pope Francis to meet with Women Priests
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Our Ordination was an extraordinary 
expression of Our Divine Creator/Cre-

atrix, Our Spiritual Brother and Redeemer 
Christ Jesus, and Our Holy Spirit Sophia, Di-
vine Wisdom.  It reflects their great Love for 
all humanity, ensuring that qualities of loving 
care, kindness, justice and peace continue to 
grow in our world, especially through these 
turbulent times. 

	 It remains a pure gift from the Holy One 
who continues to call us into our fullest be-
ing, who daily renews us, non-ordained and 
ordained, with infinite flowing Love, Divine 
Agape. May all of who we are and what we do 
glorify our Divine source of pure goodness, 
our brilliant Holy One, Christ Jesus and our 
lively percolating Holy Spirit, the sacred 
Holy Trinity! 

	 May we always honor our beloved Holy 
Mother Mary too, the feminine incarna-
tion of Holy Wisdom Sophia who chose to 
accept the Divine call to give birth to So-
phia Wisdom Incarnate, Christ Jesus. The 
magnanimity and sacredness of ordination 
teaches us that God's infinite love for us 
continues to be personal and humanly 
communicated, most gracious, indescrib-
ably wholesome, holy and whole-making, 
and purely grace-filled.

	 Upon reflection, I realize that the Di-
vine and human aspects of my ordination 
continue to unfold within my soul. These 
blessings include a deepening sense of grat-
itude for the courageous women whose 
shoulders I stand upon. As a priest, I am 
inspired by the creative motivations and 
joyful anticipation that fuel my minis-
try—whether presiding at Eucharistic cel-
ebrations, administering the sacraments, 
or offering spiritual guidance and pastoral 
care to strengthen the Catholic community. I 
feel a particular call to help bring back to the 
Church those who have been alienated from 
it.

Sacred energies of Divine Love rise within me 
as I sit in prayerful silence, immersed in God's 
presence, working to build up God's reign on 
earth. I am deeply grateful for each ordinand, 
the coordinators of the Tiber liturgy in Rome, 

my family for their unwavering support, and 
for every person who prayed with us along 
the way. May all be richly blessed!

The experience felt like pure grace— as if Di-
vine Love lifted me up, filled my entire be-
ing, and adorned me in regal splendor, like 
a queen eager to share and offer everything 
she is with the world. My first thought after 
ordination was a deep wish that every wom-
an and man could experience the goodness, 
restoration, wholeness, and "joy of the Lord" 
that comes from being consecrated to serve 
God's family and all of humanity, with loving 
tenderness and devotion. In that shared ex-
perience, we could all embrace a joyful vision 
of a world overflowing with Christ's justice, 

peace, and harmony— living together as a 
healthy, extended family, both nationally and 
internationally.

	 During my ordination liturgy, my first-
born daughter provided a moving recap of 
my life of service as a devoted mom, wife, 
life-long prayer warrior, "church lady" volun-
teer, parish staff member, devoted Carmelite 
and Spiritual Care Chaplain at a local hospi-
tal. Reflecting upon her loving presentation 
about the many reasons I qualify to be or-

dained a priest still brings 
tears of joy to my heart as 
one of the most meaning-
ful moments of my life.  
May God bless her rich-
ly! Blessings of profound 
gratitude also to my husband for his constant 
encouragement and impeccable support of 
my accepting the call to the priesthood. My 
family’s steadfast encouragement in my jour-
ney to become a priest means the world to 
me.

It was an indescribably joyful, heartfelt mo-
ment to publicly affirm my devoted com-
mitment to serving Christ Jesus, the Church 
and all of God's people, as an ordained priest.  

Many moving moments of God's over-
flowing love opened for me during Or-
dination, such as the traditional ritual of 
prostrating before the holy crucifix.  This 
represented a total surrender to God's 
Holy will while the assembly interceded 
for us by chanting the Litany of Saints.  
Traditional canonized saints and saintly 
family members and friends who have 
passed were included. Bishop Bridget 
Mary's anointing of our hands for priestly 
service blessed us to be mindful of extend-
ing Christ's own healing to his followers 
whom we will be ministering to in his 
Holy Name.  I experienced the sacred 
and profound enrichment of community 
call and affirmation when our prayerful 
supporters came forward to pray over us. 
Every person laid hands upon us or raised 
their arms in openness to the Spirit hov-
ering over us, praying that God's Holy 
Spirit of Love would guide us in our work 
for peace and justice in all ways.  Then we 

were fully vested with chasuble and stole and 
received our blessed chalice and paten. 

	 I look forward to the many ways the Holy 
Spirit will lead me forward to faithfully fulfill 
the responsibilities of the priesthood, and to 
celebrate the mysteries of Christ for the glory 
of God and the flourishing of grace among 
God's people.  I'm enthused about devoting 
myself consciously and conscientiously to de-
velop God's reign on our sacred planet, with 
focus and intention.

“Love will always be victorious. When someone loves, he 
(she) can do everything.” Blessed Teresa of Saint Augustine 

and Companions (OCD), Virgins and Martyrs
By: Mary Kay Daniels

Mary Kay Daniels
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone 

serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. - Peter 4:10-11

Letter after ordination on the Tiber, Rome.
By: Txus Garcia

Dear ARCWP colleagues 
(deaconesses, priests, friends and family), especially Bishop Bridget Mary, Rev. Mary 
Theresa, Rev. Jim Marsh and the rest of the organizers and managers for Rome: 

	Now that it has been some time since my ordination and all the emotions have set-
tled and I can feel the gifts of the Spirit, I take this opportunity to write you these 

words of thanks after my ordination in Rome

	 October 17 was a day filled with joy, commitment, prophecy, and communion. As I’ve 
shared before, although I understand English and French well, I regret not speaking them 
fluently because I would have loved to express everything I feel. I am deeply grateful for 
the blessings I’ve received and for your incredible, tireless efforts in the fight for equality 
and justice. I also wish I could share, in your native language, my sense of humor (which 
is essential to our ministry) as well as my spiritual and personal reflections with you, the 
other attendees, and our brothers and sisters.

	 I recognize the tremendous effort your association has put into organizing and manag-
ing this event, and the dedication it took for many of you to travel from so far away to 
ensure that those of us who were ordained were well cared for and that the celebration was 
beautiful and unforgettable. I am also thankful for the support you provided in helping me 
travel from my town, which was crucial for me to make it to Rome.

	 Thank you for all of this, and for the countless invisible acts of kindness that many 
people carried out discreetly and lovingly.

	 It was truly wonderful to be in communion with my fellow priests, Anne LaTour and 
Mary Kay—such remarkable women—and especially heartwarming to share this journey 
with my companions Loan, Teresa, and Belén. We owe this experience to the care, sac-
rifice, and formation provided by the dear Christina and Victorino in Spain during this 
time. May God bless them.

	 As if all of this weren’t enough, we had the blessing of being in the presence of the amaz-
ing and gracious Gisela Forster—what an honor to be with one of the Danube 7! I’m also 
deeply grateful for the listening, patience, tenderness, and spiritual gifts I received from all 
of you. They flowed from you so spontaneously, naturally, and beautifully.

	 I will do my best to honor all these precious gifts by being a faithful disciple, a deacon 
dedicated to my queer and LGBTQ+ community in Spain, and a good companion in 
ARCWP—someone who can always be relied upon when needed. And, God willing, I 
hope to become a worthy priest for the world in the future.

	 I will never forget the promise I made before the Gospel: “Receive the Gospel of Christ, 
whose messenger you are now. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice 
what you teach.”

	 I send you all a genuine hug, full of light and happiness, to accompany you on this day 
and the following ones. I have you in my prayers, especially those of you who have an 
illness or a family member in health trouble. Thank you all again and heartfelt blessings,

Txus Garcia, deacon of the ARCWP  

Prayer for ordination as servant 
(Txus Garcia, ARCWP queer deacon)

O Divinity who are pure Love, joy, prosperity 
and welcoming, O my tender and coura-

geous Jesus, Christ who challenged the power 
structures that exclude and oppress the most 
disadvantaged creatures, O Holy Spirit, guide 
us on our path to liberation and happiness, You 
who grant us wisdom, understanding, strength, 
creativity, science, reason and compassion! 

	 I acknowledge before You, Parent Godex, that 
we are luminous, complete and loved persons 
without distinctions of origin, beliefs, lineage, 
bodily identity, gender identity, gender expres-
sion or affective-sexual orientation. I feel that 
you impel me to live in fullness and freedom, 
inviting me to be a conscious, authentic and re-
sponsible person. An active servant, focused as 
your faithful disciple, to reach my personal and 
collective fullness. 

I pray that in my journey of commitment as a 
deacon of my community I may always expe-
rience, vividly and constantly, that the divine 
dwells in all Creation. Help me to lovingly and 
courageously challenge injustices, showing radi-
cal solidarity and a firm commitment to build-
ing a more inclusive, awakened and just world.

	

	 Help me, Jesus, to care for and nurture 
ecofeminist communities, inclusive and open to 
all religions, spiritualities or beliefs. Communi-
ties whose transcendent dimension encourages 
us to review ourselves, detecting any form of op-
pression or inequality, fighting actively and in-
tersectionally for a more balanced and respectful 
reality with Nature and with all its forms of life. 
For all this, I will celebrate every day the beauty 
of diversities as an expression of the divine, and I 
will work together with You in my spiritual and 
earthly life, serving lovingly, beyond my physical 
death, where Your tender embrace awaits me. 
Amen.
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In 2002, on the Danube River, seven women were validly ordained Roman Catholic priests. The principal 
consecrating Roman Catholic male bishop who ordained our first women bishops is one with apostolic 
succession in communion with the Pope within the Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, all qualified candidates 
who are presented to our bishops for ordination are ordained in apostolic succession by the laying on of 
hands. According to man-made canon law, the Church may consider us illicit, but our ordinations are valid.

“In Christ, there is no Jew or 
Greek, slave or citizen,

male or female. All are one
in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

The Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests consists of women and men committed to a renewed model of ordained ministry in an inclusive community of equals in 
the Roman Catholic Church. We seek equality for women in the Church that includes decision making and ordination.
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Greetings from the 
Assitant Editor
By Anne Latour, Assistant Editor.

It is with great joy we have prepared our 
Special Edition of Leading featuring 
the Rome Ordinations. Having been 
blessed to be one of the women Or-
dained in Rome, I was enmeshed in the 
beauty and grace that all who partici-
pated in the Ordination were witness 
to.  Mary Kay Daniels and myself from 
the United States and Belen Repiso 
Carrillo from Spain were Ordained as 
Priests. Three Deacons were ordained 
as well: Loan Rocher from France, and 
Maria Teresa Ribeiro Rosa and Txus Garcia Pascual from Spain.  
All six of us are now bound together forever as sisters in Christ 
Jesus. We give thanks for our Ordination and for all the many 
hands that went into preparing for the beauty of the ceremony. 
We also give thanks to all who traveled to be with us in Rome. Fi-
nally, we thank all of those who contributed financially to help us 
with the many expenses of this big International moment.  We re-
ceived much press coverage and many more people became aware 
of ARCWP. Our movement moves forward in love. Thank you to 
all who contributed to this special edition of Leading. 

On the Tiber’s gentle flow,

Where Roman waters softly glow,

A moment bright, the world does see,

Women rise in grace, set free.

Beneath the sky, the boat they glide,

Ordained with joy, hearts open wide,

A sacred bond in river’s sweep,

New voices stir, old barriers leap.

With every wave, a call to stand,

In faith and power, hand in hand,

The river whispers, soft and clear,

A future shaped by love, not fear.

Anne Latour

Anne Latour

On the Tiber
by Anne Latour


