A Brief History of Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests

On June 29, 2002, The Roman Catholic Women Priests Movement began when Bishop Romulo Braschi
of Argentina ordained seven women on a boat from Passau, Germany that was held on the Danube
River so as not to be in any one diocese. The seven courageous women who were ordained were Iris
Muller, Ida Raming, Pia Bruner, Dagmar Celeste, Adelinde Roitlinger, Gisela Forster and Christine Mayr-
Lumetzberger.

The Vatican promptly excommunicated the women priests on December 21, 2002. Then, five years later,
on May 29, 2008, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a statement in the Vatican’s
newspaper, L Osservatore Romano, stating that the “women priests and the bishops who ordain them
are excommunicated /atae sententiae.” However, Roman Catholic Women Priests reject the penalty of
excommunication. Our movement received enthusiastic responses on the local, national and
international level.

On October 20, 2002, Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger and Gisela Forster were ordained bishops by Roman
Catholic male Bishop “M” who remains anonymous for his own security reasons. Also present was
Bishop Rafael Regelsberger. Since there had been questions regarding apostolic succession in previous
ordinations, both Christine and Gisela were ordained bishops, sub conditione during an episcopal
ordination on May 19, 2003 in Europe, at which male Bishop “X” (who remains confidential) presided.
This formally assured their bishop ordinations were administered in apostolic succession.

On January 2, 2005, Patricia Fresen was ordained a bishop by Bishop “X”. Since 2005 she has presided
at many diaconate and priestly ordinations as well as the ordinations of seven women bishops.

On July 25, 2005, nine women were ordained on international waters on the St. Lawrence Seaway in
the first North America ordinations.

On July 31, 2006, bishops Gisela Forster, Patricia Fresen and Ida Raming ordained 8 women priests and 4
deacons in first U.S. ordinations in Pittsburgh. Since then, there have been ordinations all across the
United States and many more places around the world.

On April 19th, 2009, bishops Patricia Fresen, Christine Mayr- Lumetzberger, and Ida Raming ordained
four women bishops, Andrea Johnson, Regina Nicolosi,, Joan Houk and Bridget Mary Meehan in Santa
Barbara, California to serve the growing movement in the U.S.

In 2010 there was internal conflict in the US over organizational structure. Some wanted a board of
directors as decision makers in governance. Some members felt that this was a hierarchical structure
and preferred to organize as a community of equals in which all shared in decision making.

On October 17, 2010, after much discussion concerning regionalization, a small group in the
South united and voted to be the Southern Region of RCWP. Discussions continued until that
region made the decision to become a new branch of the international movement: the
Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests (ARCWP).



April 02, 2011 The first members of the ARCWP Board of Directors were identified as

Diane Dougherty, Adele Decker Jones, Judy Lee, Elly Marinaro, Bridget Mary Meehan, Roberta
Meehan (by phone), Dena O’Callaghan, Miriam Picconi, Wanda Russell, Janice Sevre-Duszynska
and Katy Zatsick. The first ARCWP deacons ordained by Bridget Mary Meehan were Diane
Dougherty, Adele Decker Jones, Miriam Picconi and Wanda Russell.

May 14-17 2015 We began using a collaborative process of consensus decision-making at our Florida
retreat where, with prayer and discernment, we decided to ordain two bishops for North America and
affirm the South American Community’s choice to ordain a bishop. The bishops ordained for North
America were Michele Birch Conery and Mary Eileen Collingwood. Olga Lucia Alvarez was ordained for
South America. These ordinations took place on September 24, 2015, at Pendle Hill in PA.

The ordained members of ARCWP are ministering to the People of God in house and faith communities.
They facilitate sacramental services including Baptisms, Eucharist, Weddings, Anointing of the Sick,
Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Ordinations. All are welcome in our inclusive communities. Today,
there are 109 members worldwide in ARCWP and over 300 in the worldwide movement. Currently,
there are priests in the international movement in the United States, Europe, Canada, the Philippines,
Central and South America, South Africa and Taiwan.

Visit our websites: ARCWP website: https://arcwp.org/

International links at RCWP website: https://www.romancatholicwomenpriests.org/



